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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


October  16,  194-3 


^To.  28 


More  Food  Fights  For  Freedom  i-"eetingsi 


Four  meetings  na.ve  "been  scheduled  at  ^^hich  Washington  personnel  ^7ill  show 
the  slide  film  drama.tizing  the  food  story  and  explain  the  Food  Fights  For 
Freedom  Caiapaign,.    Since  meetings  ha.ve  already  "been  held  in  ITew  York  and 
Chicago  ^.7hich  ".vere  a.ttended  hy  government  personnel,  although  t'hey  ^vere  set 
up  primarily  for  civic  and  similar  organization  people,  it  was  decided  to  hold 
the  present  series  for  government  representatives  at: 


Atlanta,  G-eorgia 
Dallas ,  Texas 
Boston,  ICassachuset.ts 
San  Francisco,  California 


Octo"ber 
ti 

n 


IS- 
IS 
22 
28 


The  following  have  "been  invited: 

OCD — Regional  representa.tives  and  representatives  of  the  State  Defense  Councils, 


CPA — Regional  Directors  and  information  people,  District  information  officers, 
and  some  Community  Service  members. 


FA — FDA  Regional  Directors  and  some  staff  members,  representatives  of  State 
Nutrition  Connuittees,  State  AAA  Chairmen,  State  Extension  Directors,  and 
others  selected  by  fhe  latter,  Regional  Directors  or  their  representatives 
in  the  other  USDA  agencies. 


All  those  who  can  are  urged  to  a.ttend  the  two  meetings  ahead. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Lajid  Crant  Colleges  to  be  held  in  Cnicago  on  October  25, 
the  FFFF  Campaign  will  also  be  explained  and  discussed. 


Food  Fights  for  Freedom  Campaign  radio  programs  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
include: 

Saturday,  October  2Z — "1944— the  Farmers'  Task,"     Dramatizing  farm  production, 
relating  it  to  other  phases  of  cajnpaign. 

Friday,  October  29 — "Food  for  CiviliaJis,"  talk  by  llrs.  Alvin  J.  Steinkopf, 
wife  of  A.  P.  Correspondent,  covering  civilian  food  situation  as  seen  on  ba-sis 
of  exijerience  abroad  and  in  this  country, 

Saturday,  October  30 — "Battle  Stations  at  Home."    Dramatizing  t"he  ways  in 
which  all  of  us  can  help  make  food  fight  for  freedom;  same  theme  as  film  strip, 
"Food  Fights  for  Freedom," 

Friday,  November  5— "Te  Knew  Our  Job,"  report  by  Michigan  farmer  on  importance 
of  knowing  objectives  and  adjusting  to  meet  goals. 
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RADIO  REPORT 

rABM  AHD  HOME  HOUR,    Monday.  Octol)er  18;  Wallace  Ke-dderly— "Prevent  Losses  in 

Shipping  Livestock"  ,  and  Ernest  Moore — "G-etting  the  G-round 
Ready"  a  Victory  Garden  series.     Tuesday,  October  19;     Roy  Kendrickson, 
Director,  EDA,  and  Ruth  Van  Deman — "Where's  the  Milk?",    Wednesday,  October  20; 
''Outlook  for  Agriculture"— H.  R.  Tolley,  Chief,  BAE,  Thursday,  October  21;  Ruth 
Van  Deman— "Soya  Flour  and  Grits"  and  UI^CLE  SAM's  EORSST  RANGERS.  Eriday, 
October  22*    No  participation.    Saturday,  October  23:    "1944 — The  Earmer's 
IJasks" — ^Narration  and  Documentary  Sketches. 

•'THE  LOWLY  SPUD"  is  the  title  of  the  CONSUMER  TIME  SHOW  for  Saturday,  October  23, 
The  Potato  crop  is  a  WHOPPER — and  this  program  will  be  devoted  to  promoting  the 
heavier  use  of  the  spuds  and  the  conservation  of  this  huge  crop.    There'll  be 
some  practical  hints  on  storage — that  YOU — in  the  apartment,  the  penthouse  or 
in  light  housekeeping  rooms,  can  follow  to  help  save  spuds. 

-As- a  dramatic  "kick"  there'll  be  a  quick,  smashing  episode  revolving  around 
Hieronymus  Cardan,  a  Spanish  Monk  who  lived  about  1550.    He  was  a  chap  who 
had  ^'a  heavenly  voice,  but  a  skillful  sword  arm."    Yes,  he  was  all  mixed  up  in  the 
fetory  of  potatoes — and  Indians  and  Conquest  and  Peru  and  Spain  and  long  ocean  voy- 
ages.   All  in  a,ll,  it  makes  quite  a  tale — 8.nd  will  hajnmer  home  to  listeners  the 
drama  of  potatoes. 

To  give  "customers,"  there's  a  good  little  pamphlet,  "Potatoes  in  Low  Cost  Meals." 

OWI-HAS  ASSIQSED  THE  EOOD  EIGHTS  FOR  FREEDOM  PROGRAM  THE  FOLLOMNG  RADIO  TII^: 

Network  Allocation  Plan  (war  message  on  some  network  program  every  hour  of 
day  and  night  -  majority  on  FPFF  on  the  following  dates) 

Weeks  of  November  .1,  8,  15  and  22 

Station  Announcement  Plan  (one-ninute  announcements  over  900  stations  either 
9  or  12  times  a  day  -  •majority  to  be  on  FFFF  on  the  following  dates) 

Week  of  November  1  -  all  stations 
Week  of  November  15  -  ha-lf  stations 
Week  of  November  22  -  all  stations 

National  Spot  and  Regional  Network  Plan  (50  regional  programs  a  week  over 
an  average  of  400  stations  carry  special  OWI  announcements  ~  majority 
to  handle  FFFF  on  the  following  dates) 

Week  of  November  1 
Week  of  November  8 

Special  Assignment  plan  (125  network  programs  build  government  campaigns 

right  into  their  shows  -  many  will  carry  FFFF  story  on  the  follov/ing  dates) 

September  6  through  October  25 
Week  of  November  15 
Week  of  November  22  • 

FACTS  ON  FOREIGN  FEED;     Watch  for  Food  Information  Series  No.  69,  vrhich  should 

reach  you  next  week.  It  v/ill  be  a  comprehensive  statement 
on  the  foreign  feed  situation,  answering  those  BIG  questions  —  hovf  much  is  avail- 
able for  import?           what  are  we  doing  to  get  it  transported? 
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FOOD  FIG-HTS  FOR  FEESDOH  FACTS  

Across  the  Fation,,  in  ever^r  community,  individuals  end  groups  are  organizing 
and  planning  to  put  over  ^hat  appears  to  "be  the  "biggest  educational  drive  ever 
undertaken  "oj.  the  G-overnment.  • 

'^Contacts  have  'oeen  made  nith  national  organizations.    Here  are  some  tentative 
plans,. .and  there  are  more  to  come, 

^OMEF'  S  ORGAinZATIOES 

^Jlmericpn  Association  of  Univei'sity  Tomen— Stimulate  all  their  local  groups  to 
support  tne  campaign — can  train  speakers  to  help  the  Citizenfe'  Food  Information 
Committees. 

. B'HAI  B'  PJTH — Preparing  editorials  and  cartoons  for  their  house  organs  and  for 
distribution  to  other  publications, 

QUOTA  CLUB — Suggested  "reporter"  on  the  food  situation  to  keep. all  local  clubs 
informed  on  .up-to-the  minute  food  news. 

BUSIi^SS  AI"D  P!R0F3]5SI01'TAL  ;/OI-IBi^ — liember  specialists  will  help  as  .  speakers  or 
trainers,  . 

LEAGUE  OF  :70'i;3il'  SI^OPPERS—C-etting  letters  to  all  local  units  lo  endorse  FOOD 
FIGHTS  FOR  5RESD0V:. 

YT7CA — TiTill  get  info,  ma^terials  for  their  membership,  discussion  ajid  educational  - 
.  g-roups — furnish  ma.te rials  to  magazines. 
GEl^RAL  FEDEPJlTIOr'  OF  'TOI-'EIT'S  CLUBS— 7ar  Services  Chairman  will  include  tJie 
campaign  in  her  monthly  bulletin  as  mil  the  Consumer  Chairman. 

PROFESSIOITAL  ASSOCIATIOITS 

AHBRICAi'  H0I-;E  ECOlTOr.ICS  ASSOCIATIOH — Special  interest  in  the  conservation  end  of 
the  program — avoid  v/aste.  and  conserve  local  surpluses,'  -  • 

COLORED  FuRSE S  AS SOC lATI PIT — lill  inform  nurses  who  will  carry  the  prograjn  into 
the  homes  they  visit.  •  ■ 

"JELFARE  AlTD  SOCIAL  SERVICE  ORCrAI'IZATIOI'S 

AI'ERICAI^  AS  SOC  I  AT  I OIT  OF  SOCIAL  70PJIERS— Letter  going  to  90  chapter  presidents 
asking  tnen  to  inform  their  members,  .  .  ' 

Aiv3iRICAI"  PUBLIC  ".^LFAFE  ASSOCIATIOIT  OF  AI^RICA — Information  to.  all  member  groups  ' 
witn  suggestions  for  local  activity. 
^ASSOCIATION  0?  JUIIIOR  LEAOUES  OF  AI 'ERIC A— Letter  to  all  123  local  leagues  urging 
them  to  take  action  as  volunteer  civic  leaders-'-one  radio  program  to  be  sponsored 
by  eacn  chapter — ivationa.l  Consultant  in  Civic  and  Social  Education  will  distribute 
campaign  Taa.terials  to  all  local  chaptcTTs — ^publicity  in  the  Junior  League  Kagazine. 

CHILD  "TELFAPvE  LEAG-u"E  OF  Al-ERICA — 39  member  organizations  have  iiome  economists 

who  will  prom.ote  special  program  of  information  for  case^'^orkers — all  state  members 

will  get  letter  i7ith  materials,. 

1\UTI0HAL  F5.DE:?J^.TI01"  OF  SETTLEIXi'TS— Round  Table  and  Consumer  l^otes  sent  out' 
nationally  v/ill  contain  references  to  campaign — City  Federations  in  ten  large 
cities  will  secure  city-wide  coopera.tion  from  low-income  neighborhoods  througn  the 
leadership  of  paid  and  volunteer  workers — speakers  on  Food  Fights  For  Freedoii  r7iii 
be  asked  to  address  mass  meetings,  commimity  councils  and  for  clubs  among  nation- 
ality groups. 

JEWISH  '.TELF/RE  BOARD — support  generally — article  in  their  monthly  newsletter 
"Between  the  Issues", 
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LABOR  gROUPS 

CIO — stimulate  interest  in  fpctory  feeding  programs — T^ork  on  shopping  pro"ble!ras  of 
tne  working  T7omen — furnish  noon-hour  speakers  in  factories — send  fact  sheet  de- 
scri'bing  program  to  locals  and  editorial  people. 

INTERNATIONAL  '.TORIC  0RJ5R— discussion  of  prograxi  in  their  "bulletins — cen  get 
information  to  15  different  language  groups — train  speal^ers  in  these  languages — 
special  projects  in  the  lodges  on  food  for  Thaiiks giving  period, 

YOUTH  &RQUPS 

JUNIOR  P^D  CROSS — pulDlicity .  in  their  magazine — speakers  or  discussion  leaders  at 
Red  Cross  activity  centers — get  Red  Cross  nutrition  groups  to  help  save  temporary 
local  surpluses. 

JUNIOR  HADASS AH— planning  "big  'var  exhibit 

CAiiP  ?IRS  G-IRLS — do  campaign  educational  work  in' connection  ^vith  their  cooki?ig  and 
nutrition  projects, 

   l^ATERIALS  ON  TKS  WAY  

Motion  picture  List.     Showing  the,  movies  available  for  use  in  the  Pood  Fights 

for  Freedom  Cajnpaign,    Titles  are  listed  as  'veil  as  the 
source  and  a  "brief  suiiimary  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the,  feature.    A  director^'' 
for  ordering  the  films  is  reproduced.    This  mimeographed  list  '-/ill  be  in  the 
field  shortly, 

EOr,^  FRONT  PLSCG:^  CAi.rPAICN    EPISODE  II. 
HATS  OFF  TO—  - 

Long  Beach,  Calif,,  'vhere  almost  every  civic  group,  together  '^itn  the  schools 
and  churches,  under  the  direction  of  I'rs,  Frojik  J.  Hardesty,  are  joining  in 
a  determined  Hom.e  Front  Pledge  Campaign  to  obtain  signattires  from.  100,  percent 
of  its  citizenry.     The  radio  stations  of  that  cit^''  \vill  deliver  pledges  to 
those  'mo  caxi't  come  and  get  'em, 

San  Diego,  Calif,,  y/hich  v/as  ^7pging  an  active  Home  Front  Pledge  Campaign,  — 
and  then,  vrhen  it  began  to  quiet  d.ovmy  found. fresh  impetus  -vhen  the  City 
Council,  50  individual  business  and  civic  groups,  and  the  schools  .stepped  in 
to  take  an  active  part  in  m.a.rshaling  consumers  in  an  all-out  fight  against 
Black  Iiarkets,  via  the  Home  Front  Pledge.    The  churches  of  that  city  are 
arranging  to  have  Campaign  speakers  appear  during  their  services. 

New  York  City  which  opened  its  campaign  this  week  with  the  city's  scrappj'' 
Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  becoming' No,  1  Consumer.    Retail  merchants  in 
practically  every  line  of  trade,  together  with  civic,  fraternal,  labor  and 
religious  leaders,  also  promptl^^  Signed  the  pledge  to  stamp  out  Blaxk  I'arkets, 

Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  launched  the  Hom.e  Front  Pledge  Campaign  in  7asnington, 
D,  C. ,  by  signing  the  agreement  at  the  ^hitehouse  that  she  will  support  price 
control  and  fight  against  Black  Uarkets,    ^Tashington,  just  as  hundreds  of  other 
-  cities  in  eyrery  state  of  the  nation,  is  planning  its  activities  to  obtain  sig- 
natures from  100  percent  of  its  wartime  population.    I'ierchants  have  been 
particularly  active  in  preparing  the  citizenry  through  skillfully  laid-out 
advertisements. 


FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR  FEE3DCM  IN  BRIEF 
■• ■    A  Fact  Sheet  •- 

Mericans  are  asked -in  wartime'  to  ■  take'  various  actions  on  food  —  to  grow  it,  pre- 
Userve  it,  conserve  itV  eat  right,  ©"bserve  price  and  rationing  rules.    These  a;::peals' 

have  "been  made  piecemeal,  without  showing  the  reasons  why.  all  such  actions  are  neces- 
^  sary  to  make  food  fight  foi'      shorter  War,  a  lasting  peace.  •.  ... 

How,  to  tell  the  food  story  as  a  whole,  government  agencies  join  in  asking  citizens 
to  carry  on  the  Food  Fights  for  Freedom  program.  The  purpo.se  is  to  engender  under- 
standing and  respect  for  food  as  a  weapon.  ./^j  vi  ■  . 

The  for- the- duration  food  program  gets  under  way  with  an; intensive  .lTovem"ber  (Food 
for  Freedom  Month)  'carfl-paign  "built  around  Thanksgiving  ©"bservance.    Four  £;overnment 
agencies  are  acting  together       War  Food  Adrninistratian,  .Off ice  of  Price  Administ ra- 
Ijion,  Office  of  Civilian  Defense,  Office  •!  War  Information. 

The  program  has  two  "wings".     One,  a  national  press,  magazine,'  radio,  editorial  and 
advertising  support  campaign,  the  War  Advertising  Council  coaperaiihg  With  govern- 
ment; the  other,  a  community  mo "bilization  of ■ citizens  and  crganizations  to  study  war 
food  pro"blems  and  inspire  action  to  solve  them»  ;t  ... 

For  community  mohilization,  volunteer  groups  already  active  CPA*  s  Home  Front 
Pledge.  Gcmmittees,  OCD'g  Consumer  Committees,  and  WFA' s  Nutrition  Committees  —  have 
lie  en  asked  to  com^bine  in  setting  up  vddely  representative  Citizens'  Fopd  Information 
Comm.ittees  with  their  oi-m.  elected  chairmen.  Materials  are  availably  to  aid  the  com- 
mittee plans  to  inolDilize  the  commtinities  through  home  visits,. mass  meetings,  organi- 
zation  meetings,  other  activities*  •.    ,  . 

G-oal  llo.  1  of  the  molDilization  (and  of  the  vrhole  program)  is  tc.  see  that  every  citi- 
zen understands  the  "basic  facts  alDout  wartime  food.    Goal  No.  2  is  to  inspire  every 
citizen  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  the  apDeals.  to  action:    PRODUCS  AilD  CON- 
SSRV3,  SEiRS  AM  PLAY  SQUARE.         ......  .  ^  '     '  • 

Foxlowing  is  a  "brief  of  the  .facts  itoli  the  "basic  inf irm.s^tion  iDooklet",  "Food  Fi.-hts 
for  Freedom: " 

1.    Food  Production;    Pre-war  "surpluses"  (resulting  in  large  part  from  lack  of  cash 
to  'bvy  food)  have  disappeared;  for  the  d-oration  there  canntt  "be  enough  for  all  re- 
quirem.ents,  even  though  food  production  has  increased  yearly  for  g  years,'  set  new 
records  for  7  succe.ssive  years,  in  19^3  is  expected  to  "be  5^  over  19^2  and  3?-^  over 
the  1935^39  pre-war  average.    Next  year's  g«alj  3^0  million  acres,  iGmillion  more 
than  in  19^3»  is  "U.  S, ' s  largest.     Good  soil,  is  limited,  'so  emphasis' is  on  balance — 
right  amounts  of  right  things  in  right  places.     The  program  aims  at'  increasing  war 
food  and  fi"ber  essentials  vdthout  bringing  inflationary  dangers.    Both  war  needs. and 
vastly-  increased  civilian  buying  power  demand  more  food. 

^.  ■  War  Food  Needs:  Our  armed  forces  get  13^  of  19^3^  s  food;  civilians  75/^;  Lend- 
Leage  Allies,  10/^;  friendly  neighbors,  2%,    Military  needs  are  large  because  average 
service  men  e^t  1-^^  times  as  much  as  civilians  (^i  instead  of  3~'^/'-!-  P^iinds).  The. 
Amy's  food  reserve  for  men  in  U.  S.  is  3  months;  f»r  those  a"-road,  9  months.  Lend- 
Lease  food  keeps  English  factories  humming,  English  and  Russian  soldiers  fighting. 
As  we  liberate  more  peoples,  more  of  our  food  is  needed  to  strengthen  them  to  fight 
and  restore  their  own  production. 

(Over) 
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3.    ?ood  and  Incr-eased  Buying;  Pov;er:    ^'ood  production  has  so  increased  that  the  75;^  ■ 
of  19^43  supply  reserved  for  civilians  eouals  the  100%  civilians  got  in  the  average 
(l9'^5-'^9)  pre-v?5r  year.    But  America's  purchasing  p(^wer  is  up  from  U5  "billions  in  < 
1932  to  lUo  "billions  in  19^3 — ^0  "billiori  dollars  more  thkn  there  are  goods  and 
services  to  "buy.     Those  vrho  used  to  "buy  all  the  choice  foods  they  wanted  still  try 
to  do  so;  those  who  used  to  want  more  and  "better  food  now  try  to  "buy  it  "because  ' 
they  have  more  money.    To  "both,  therefore,  the  food  supply  seems  "short", 

U.    Hqv  Our  ?ood  SupTDly  Is  Allocated;    In  war,  civilians,  armed  forces,  allies, 
must  "be  assured  their  food.    Allocfations  are  made  "by  the  'Slax  S'ood  Administrator  with 
the  advice  of  ooards  representing  Army,  Navy,  Leiid-Lease,  civilians.  Civilians 
Kennirements  Branch  of  Food  DistrilDution  Administration,  WPA,  presents  the  claim  of 
o\rr  civilians.     This  claim  is  first  in  importance  after  the  U.  S.  armed  forces. 
Under,  no  circumstances  will  food  supplies  "be  so  divided  that  "basic  food  reauirements 
of  U,  S.  civilians  are  not  met,  ■■    .  ■ 

5.  Rationing,  Price  Control  and  Our  Food;     .i/hen  supplies  of  popular  foods,   such  as 
meat,  "butter,  canned  and  dried  fruits  and  vegetaoles,'  fell-  short  of  demand,  we  had  2 
alternatives;  -  (l)    Do  nothing  —  let  those  a"ble  to  pay  most  or  get  to  stores  first 
"buy  all,  ,  or  more  than  their,  share; "  (2)  xlp..tion  these 'foods  so  everyone  could  have  a 
fair  share,  and  put  a  ceiling  price  on  necessary  foods  so  everyone  would  find  a  share 
v/ithin  reach  of  his  pockefbook. 

6.  Food  Waste;     It  is  estimated  that"  20  to  yO'^  of  the  food  produced  in  the  U,  S. 
every  year  is  lost  or  wasted  —  on  the  farm,  in'  transit,  in  vrholesale  or  retail  es- 
ta'oli shments,  in  r^estaurants  and  homes  —  mostly  in  "bits  and  dri"blets.    V/hile  much 
of  this  is  unavoida"ble,  if  half  could  "be  prevented,  it  v^ould  be  equal  to  adding  to 
ovx  suprjly  as  much  food  as  we  are  sending  our  Allies  this  year,  almost  as  much  as 
our  armed  forces  get, 

.7.    Ad.iusting  Food  Ea'bits  tc^'^.'^ar;    Fxpecting  comforta"ble  sta"bilization  of  wartime 
food  situations  is  vdshful  thinking.    Uncertainties  of  v/ea.ther,  lahor,  machinery, 
transportation,  make  -production  unpredicta"ble .    Progress  of  the  vrar  -'-  victories,  de- 
feats, num"bers  of  men  a'broad,  food  ships  lost  —  make  needs  varia"ble.     The  result  is, 
all  of  us  find  it  necessary  to  change  food  h.^hits,  to  pu^^^eniands  first, 

'■'     '  /.  .Call  to  Action 

Americans,  understanding  these  food  facts,  realizin    food's  crucial  importance  to 
^■ictory,  will  act  to  r.iake  food  fight  for  freedom,     '^hey  will: 

1.  P::o^uce  more  food  of  the  right  -kinds,  on  farms  and  in  "^-''ictory  ferdens. 

2.  Conserve  food,  -stop  waste, 

3.  Preserve  fres.i  and  perish;-'"ble  foods, 

U.  Sat  the  rirlit  foods  every  day  for  health  and  strength. 

5.  Su"bstitute  plentiful  for  scarce  foods  in  the<diet, 

6.  Share  through  rationing,  "by  refusing  to  "buy  or  sell  rationed  foods  without 
stamps  for  every  point, 

7.  'Help  keep  food  costs  dowri  "by  paying  or  cliarging  no  more  thfji  top  legal  prices. 
B',  Take  active  part  in  community  food  projects,  inspire  others  to  do  the  same, 

9.  Put  the  war's  food  dempnds  first,  adjusting  food.hahits  to  wartime  conditions. 


